
“I HAVE A DREAM” FOUNDATION - IDAHO

The mission of the “I Have A 
Dream” Foundation Idaho, Inc. 
is to assist children in the Wood 

River Valley  to become productive 
citizens by helping them complete 

their high school education and  
providing financial assistance 

for advanced learning.

“EDUCATION IS A SIGNIFICANT PASSPORT TO A PRODUCTIVE LIFE.”

In June 1981, Eugene Lang, a successful New York businessman, was asked to give the commencement speech to the sixth graders at the same 
elementary school that he had attended fifty years earlier. When he arrived at the school, the principal advised him that, based on past statistics, 75% of 
the children would not finish high school and one child might go to college. 

Gene Lang then discarded the speech he had prepared, and he spontaneously promised the children that he would provide a college scholarship to 
every student who finished high school. He told the children that they must have their own personal dreams, and he told them he would do everything 
he could to help them achieve their dreams. 

Gene then hired a full time social worker to be the Project Coordinator, who would be in the classes with his “Dreamers”, to encourage them and help 
them with their needs. 

The results of this program were that 75% of the children finished high school (against the projection that 75% would not complete high school) and 
60% went to college (against the projection that one child might do so).

These  results were so dramatic that the New York Times featured it on a front page story,  and Gene Lang was asked to appear on the CBS program “60 Minutes.”
This nationwide publicity caused Gene Lang to be besieged by people all over the country who wanted to replicate in their community what had been 

done in New York. 
The “I Have a Dream” Foundation was then launched. Mr. Lang was like the “pied piper” travelling all over the country, helping people start programs 

in their cities. Today the program is nationwide and there have been over 208 local programs in 63 cities and 28 states,  serving nearly 16,000 “Dreamers.”
External evaluations have found that dreamers demonstrate improvements in grades and school attendance; are better able to resist peer pressure; 

and show higher aspirations and more positive attitudes about school, life and the future than non Dreamer students in their peer group.   Dreamers 
often graduate from high school and enter college at double the rates of other students in the local population. 

The “I Have A Dream” Foundation-Idaho was started in the spring of 2013. The foundation ‘adopted’ the 3rd grade class at Woodside Elementary School 
in Hailey, Idaho. The chosen 48 students are supported by a year-round program of tutoring, mentoring, and social enrichment from their elementary 
school years through high school and continuing on to advanced education. After graduating from high school, these “Dreamers” will be provided with 
tuition assistance equivalent to two years of community college for higher education.  

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR EFFORTS TO EDUCATE THE CHILDREN IN OUR COMMUNIT Y
Please visit our website to make a donation today

ihaveadreamfoundationidaho.com

 Reginald Reeves, Chair    |    Leslie Silva, Vice-Chair    |   Kenneth Lewis, President    |    Leonard Cohen, Secretary    |    Jacob Greenberg, Treasurer 
 Rosario Paredes, Assistant Secretary    |    Adam King    |    Terry Ring    |    Christy Giles

“I  HAVE A DREAM”
Foundation-Idaho

HOW IT ALL  BEGAN      

LOCAL DREAMERS’ SUCCESS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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